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SUBJECT: LENINGRAD INCIDENT 

1. JAMES FOSTER OF SCRIPPS-HOWARD NEWS SERVICE, WASHINGTON 
HAS FILED STORY ON LENINGRAD INCIDENT ALLEGING SOVIET 
BEATING OF CONSUL GENERAL GLEYSTEEN. 

BEGIN TEXT: RUSSIANS HAVE BEATEN UP A HIGH RANKING US 
OFFICIAL IN LENINGRAD, APPARENTLY WITH THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
THE SOVIET GOVERNMENT, IN THE MOST SERIOUS INCIDENT IN- 
VOLVING A US OFFICIAL IN THE SOVIET UNION IN RECENT 
HISTORY. 
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THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAS REFUSED COMMENT ON THE 
INCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED A WEEK AGO. 

OTHER SOURCES IDENTIFIED THE VICTIM AS CULVER 
GLEYSTEEN, A 49 YEAR OLD SPECIALIST ON RUSSIA WHO IS 
PRINCIPAL OFFICER AT THE NEWLY OPENED US CONSULATE IN 
LENINGRAD. AFTER TWO PREVIOUS ASSIGNMENTS IN MOSCOW. 
GLEYSTEEN WAS SENT TO LENINGRAD IN 1971 AS A US CONSUL 
GENERAL. WORD OF GLEYSTEEN'S CONDITION OR PRESENT WHERE- 
ABOUTS WAS NOT AVAILABLE. 

IT WAS REPORTED THAT HE WAS CONFRONTED ON A LENINGRAD 
STREET SHORTLY AFTER NOON ON FRIDAY, ESCORTED TO A GOVERN- 
MENT BUILDING AND SEVERELY BEATEN FOR SEVERAL HOURS AND 
THE MOTIVE FOR THE ATTACK WAS UNKNOWN. IN THE PAST US 
OFFICIALS, NEWSMEN AND OTHER AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE BEEN 
SUBJECTED TO ARREST AND HARRASSMENT IN RETALIATION FOR 
INCIDENTS AGAINST RUSSIAN OFFICIALS AND PROPERTY IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

WHILE BOTH GOVERNMENTS ROUTINELY PROTEST SUCH 
INCIDENTS THE ABSENCE OF PUBLIC PROTEST OVER THE GLEYSTEEN 
BEATING ANGERS THE STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICERS WHO CONSIDER 
PUBLICITY THEIR MAIN PROTECTION FOR THEMSELVES AND MEMBERS 
OF THEIR FAMILIES AGAINST ATTACK WHILE SERVING ABROAD. 

ONE FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER SAID OFFICIAL US SILENCE 
INDICATED GLEYSTEEN WAS BEING "SACRIFICED" IN THE INTEREST 
OF ENLISTING THE SOVIET UNION'S COOPERATION IN BRINGING 
ABOUT A MIDDLE EAST PEACE AGREEMENT. END TEXT. 

2. AT NOON PRESS BRIEFING DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN IN 
REPLY TO QUESTIONS ON ARTICLE SAID THAT CONSUL GENERAL 
GLEYSTEEN HAD NOT BEEN BEATEN. WHEN STRONGLY PRESSED ON 
WHETHER OTHER LENINGRAD STAFF MEMBERS HAD BEEN INVOLVED, 
SPOKESMAN SAID HE IS LOOKING INTO MATTER AND WOULD PREFER 
NOT TO SAY ANYTHING ELSE UNTIL HE IS SURE OF THE FACTS. 

3. NEWSMEN ARE CONTINUING TO PRESS FOR DETAILS. 
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4. ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE WILL BE PROVIDED WHEN AVAILABLE. 
RUSH 
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